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SUMMARY 

This paper presents information on Asia/Pacific meeting outcomes related to Aeronautical 

information Services and Aeronautical Information Management (AIS-AIM).  

This paper relates to –   

 

Strategic Objectives: 

A: Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 

C: Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development of Air Transport – 

Foster harmonized and economically viable development of international civil 

aviation that does not unduly harm the environment 
 

Global Plan Initiatives:  

GPI-12  Functional integration of ground systems with airborne systems 
GPI-18  Aeronautical information 

GPI-20  WGS-84 

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 The Twenty-Third Meeting of the Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and 

Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG/23) was held in Bangkok, Thailand from 10 to 14 

September, 2012. 

 

1.2 The Second Meeting of the ICAO Asia/Pacific Seamless ATM Planning Group 

(APSAPG/2) was held in Tokyo, Japan, from 6 to 10 August 2012, and the Third Meeting 

(APSAPG/3) was held in Chennai, India, from 21 to 25 January 2013. 

 
1.3 The 49

th
 Conference of Directors General of Civil Aviation, Asia and Pacific 

Regions, was held in New Delhi, India, from 8 to 12 October 2012. 

 
1.4 The 6

th
 Meeting of the 198

th
 Session of the Council of ICAO was held in Montreal, 

Canada, on 1 March 2013. 
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2. DISCUSSION 

 

APSAPG/2 

 

2.1 The APSAPG/2 meeting discussed the progress of AIS-AIM transition, noting 

that the Phase 2 guideline of November 2013 may not be achievable.  The meeting requested 

the Regional Office to coordinate with the AAITF to consider aligning the Phase 2 

implementation with the Aviation System Block Upgrades (ASBU) timeline.   

2.2 Thailand had proposed a re-prioritization of regional/local ASBU modules, 

and a Seamless ATM architecture based on the ASBU modules.  Thailand initiated a process 

of assessing regional modules of ASBU Block 1 with regard to the priority of Block 0 

regional modules.  It was noted that module B0-30: Service Improvement through Digital 

AIM was originally classified as non-critical. However, the module was related to 3 Regional 

Block 1 modules so it needed a higher priority. 

2.3 Australia outlined the importance of the specific ATM safety priorities of the 

Asia/Pacific region forming a key part of the consideration of an updated draft Global Air 

Navigation Plan (GANP) and draft Aviation System Block Upgrades at the 12
th

 Air 

Navigation Conference (AN.Conf/12, Montreal, 17-30 November 2012).  Australia noted that 

the regional priorities, which first and foremost should focus on enhanced safety, may not be 

the same as those planned in Europe or North America, and nor may they be addressed with 

identical solutions being identified in those regions. 

2.4 The Secretariat presented a draft Asia/Pacific Position Statement on the ASBU 

initiative.  The 48th Conference of Directors General of Civil Aviation Asia and Pacific 

Regions (DGCA/48, New Caledonia, 10 to 14 October 2011) had requested APSAPG to 

study the proposed ASBU and provide advice on the benefits, business case and implications 

to States and Administrations and explore formulating a regional position prior to the 12
th

 Air 

Navigation Conference. 

2.5 The meeting extensively discussed the draft Position Statement, and after 

modifying its content accordingly, agreed to a revised draft.  The meeting incorporated the 

inputs from Australia, Hong Kong, China, Japan and Thailand into the list of element 

implementation priority. 

2.6 Accordingly, the ASBU Element B0-30 Service Improvement Through Digital 

Aeronautical Information Management
1
 was accorded Priority 1 – Critical Upgrade

2
, 

reflecting the importance of AIM in promoting seamless ATM. 

2.7 The meeting considered the progress of AIS-AIM implementation to date, 

noting that the AIM Transition Table indicated that implementation had been inconsistent 

among States, and that many administrations had not progressed beyond Phase 1, despite this 

being expected several years ago.   

2.8 The meeting noted that the Phase 2 target date of November 2013 may not be 

achievable. The meeting requested the Regional Office to coordinate with the AAITF to consider 

aligning the Phase 2 implementation with the ASBU timeline. Notwithstanding this, the meeting 

                                                 
1
 ASBU Element B0-30 has now been renamed B0-DATM Digital Aeronautical Information Management 

(AIM).   
2
 Subsequently endorsed by APANPIRG under Conclusion 23/49 – Asia/Pacific Position Statement on ASBU 
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agreed that the AIM elements need to have the right priority, especially as AIM implementation was 

necessary to support PBN. 

2.9 In updating the Seamless ATM Principles, the meeting included AIM as follows: 

 People: Cultural and Political Background 

1.       High-level political support (including development of educational information 

for decision-makers) to support Seamless ATM initiatives, including military 

cooperation and AIM. 

Technology and Information: Aeronautical Data 

 

30.    Early implementation of AIM, including cooperative development of 

aeronautical databases and SWIM to support interoperable operations 

 

APSAPG/3 

 
2.10 APSAPG/3 considered the latest draft version (V0.8) of the Asia/Pacific Seamless 

ATM Plan, which includes Preferred ATM Service Levels (PASL), which are planned to be delivered 

in two phases: 

 

 PASL Phase 1, expected to be implemented by 12 November 2015, includes 

the following reference to AIM:  

 

ATM systems should be supported by digitally-based AIM systems through 

implementation of Phase 1 and 2 of the AIS-AIM Roadmap (ASBU Priority1)
1
 

 

 PASL Phase II, expected to be implemented by 9 November 2018, includes 

the following: 

 

ATM systems should be supported by complete implementation of AIM 

Phase 3. 
 

 

APANPIRG/23 

 
2.11 APANPIRG/23 agreed to the following AIM related Conclusions: 

Conclusion 23/8 ‒ Annex 15 Promulgation Requirements Compliance 

 

That, States should be urged to recognise the importance of Annex 15 compliance in 

respect of aeronautical data affected by major projects, by: 

 

a) establishing formal coordination between change originators and Aeronautical 

Information Service (AIS) units to ensure appropriate planning and that 

promulgation requirements were taken into account; and 

                                                 
1
 The latest draft version of the Seamless ATM Plan, expected to be finalized at APSAPG/4 in June 2013, 

proposes an amendment to the PASL Phase 1 reference to AIM:  ATM systems should be supported by digitally-

based AIM systems (using Aeronautical Information Exchange Model version 5.1 or later) through 

implementation of Phase 1 and 2 of the AIS-AIM Roadmap in adherence with ICAO and regional AIM planning 

and guidance material (ASBU Priority 1). 
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b) creating a mechanism to allow AIS personnel to decline requests that did not 

comply with Annex 15, except for urgent corrections, emergencies, and matters of 

national security. 

 

Conclusion 23/9 ‒ AIS-AIM Transition State Plans 

 

That, States should develop a basic plan that identified the target completion dates of 

Transitional elements in the AIS-AIM Roadmap and submit these plans to the 

Asia/Pacific Regional Office by 1 January 2013. 

 

Conclusion 23/10 ‒ AIM Quality Assurance Seminar 

 

That, ICAO should conduct an AIM Quality Assurance Seminar in conjunction with the 

Aeronautical Information Services – Aeronautical Information Management 

Implementation Task Force (AAITF) 

 

Conclusion 23/11 ‒ Duplication and Amendment of 5LNC 

 

Recognising that with the increasing use of Five Letter Name Codes (5LNC), it was 

not practical to avoid any duplication of 5LNC worldwide, and that States often used 

discretion in managing both duplications and minor changes of waypoint position 

that may not strictly be in accordance with the provisions of Annex 11, Appendix 1; 

ICAO is requested to consider: 

 

a) reviewing and updating Annex 11 to ensure its provisions related to 5LNC are 

appropriate; and 

 

b) standards for Flight Management Systems (FMS) that ensure logic checks on  

duplicated waypoint entries are highlighted to pilots. 

 
Conclusion 23/ 49 Asia/Pacific Position Statement on ASBU 

 
That, the Asia/Pacific Position Statement containing the response to the Draft Aviation 

System Block Upgrade (ASBU) Document appended as Appendix 2 to the Report on 

Agenda Item 3.5 be adopted for States to use as a reference in formulating their position 
for the 12th Air Navigation Conference. 

 

49
th
 DGCA Conference 

 
2.12 The 49

th
 DGCA Conference was briefed on the importance of the transition from AIS to 

AIM and noted that there was a large gap between the States in the Asia/Pacific Region according to the 

survey conducted by ICAO Asia/Pacific Regional Office. Recognizing the slow progress of AIM 
implementation in the region, necessity of harmonized efforts for AIM was emphasized, and States were  
urged to accelerate necessary activities for AIM.   

2.13 The Conference was further briefed on the need for regional implementation of AIM, and 

the importance of adhering to AIRAC cycles was stressed.  An action item was proposed to urge States and 

Administrations to comply with AIRAC dates, and to submit a basic plan with target dates of Transition 

elements of their AIS to AIM roadmaps. 

2.14 The conference agreed to the following Action Items: 

Action Item 49/6 
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The Conference urged States and Administrations to ensure the compliance of AIRAC 

dates and to recognize the importance on harmonization on transition and 
implementation of AIM in the region. States are also urged to develop and submit a basic 
plan with target dates of Transition elements in their AIS-AIM Roadmap to the Asia 
Pacific Regional Office before 1 January 2013. 

The 6
th
 Meeting of the 198

th
 Session of the Council of ICAO 

 

2.15 Amendment 37 to Annex 15 was adopted by Council at the 6
th
 Meeting its198

th
 

Session.  This amendment, effective on 14 November 2013, incorporates all Phase 2 AIS-AIM 

Roadmap transition steps. 

2.16 Amendment 57 to Annex 4 had been adopted by Council one day earlier, on March 1 

2013. 

 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

 

3.1 The meeting is invited to:  

 

a) note the information contained in this paper;  

 

b) provide a basic AIS-AIM Implementation Plan in accordance  with 

APANPIRG Conclusion 23/9 and DGCA Conference Action Item 49/6; and 

 

c) discuss any relevant matters as appropriate. 

 

 
 

 


